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Traffic Patterns

Suggested Materials: Whiteboard and markers, POH, Chart Supplement, and AC 90-66.

INTRODUCTION

Spend at least three minutes introducing the maneuver to the client. Describe the situations
that are motivation for learning it, as well as the objectives to strive for.

Motivation

The traffic pattern is a standardized rectangle around the runway. It provides an orderly flow
of traffic for aircraft arriving, departing, and operating in the vicinity of an airport. At the
same time, the traffic pattern provides a flow of cockpit tasks the pilot must complete in
preparation for takeoff and/or landing.

Objective
In this lesson you learn the correct procedures to arrive at, depart from, or operate around an
airport.
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Scenario: You are planning an hour of practice flying in the traffic pattern.To best use your practice time, you decide to:

A: Challenge yourself with

a variety of short field, soft
field, slips and go-around at
your home airport.

B: Fly to nearby Small City
Airport, where the traffic
is less.

C: Go to an unfamiliar
airport.

D: Go to a challenging
airport.

Scenario: You are practicing solo touch and go's at the controlled field when you become aware of a silent radio. A call
to ATC goes unanswered. What will you do?

A: Squawk 7600. Continue.
Watch for light gun signals
and comply. If necessary
perform a low approach to
get the tower'’s attention
and light gun signal.

B: Depart the traffic pattern
and fly to a nearby uncon-
trolled airport. Land and call
the school.

C: Remain in the traffic
pattern. Circle on downwind
until seeing light gun signals
and comply.

D: Declare an emergency.
Squawk 7600. Land as soon
as practical.

Scenario: You are solo in the traffic pattern when the tower reports winds 260/15G|17.You know that the school'’s
maximum wind restriction is 12 kts.What will you do?

A: Continue. Make the best
crosswind landing you can.

B: Continue. Ask ATC for
the runway most aligned
with the wind, even if it is
not the active.

C: Divert to another airport
with a runway aligned with
the wind. Call the school.

D: Divert to another airport
with a longer and wider
runway. Call the school.

Scenario: You are solo in the practice area when you notice the ammeter showing a discharge. What will you do?

A: Because you have about
2 hours of battery, continue
your solo practice before
returning to your home
airport.

B: Turn off #2 NAV/COM,
lights, auto, return to your
home airport, inform ATC
of your situation.

C: Turn off avionics master.
Turn off Master Switch to
reset overvoltage relay.
Determine if the problem
is fixed. If indications seem
normal, continue with your
flight.

D: Land at the closest
airport. Call the school.
Prepare for possible radio
failure and no-flap landing.

Scenario: Which statement is true regarding declaring an emergency to ATC?

A: You must fill out paper-
work and appear before the
FAA.

B: You may be asked to fill
out paperwork.

C: You must report the
emergency to the NTSB.

D: You must report the
emergency to the school
and you may be asked to fill
out paperwork.

Ready to Solo?

While most instructors are concerned with the pilot’s ability to control
the airplane on first solo, seasoned pros include the pilot’s decisions
in the final verdict to solo or not. Specifically, before the first solo an

experienced instructor verifies that the client can:

« Demonstrate priorities in aviation, navigation, and communication.

Demonstrate good judgment in go-arounds.

final approach to flare.

Chapter 11 « The Lesson Plan with Extras

React properly and promptly to unexpected situations.

Demonstrate judgment in wake turbulence avoidance.
Demonstrate control in normal routines at the local airport.
Demonstrate consistent stabilized approaches.

Demonstrate consistent control in approach airspeed throughout
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